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PROPOSED RMP AMENDMENT
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INTRODUCTION

The Hartman Rocks Recreation Area is a popular urban interface recreation area a few miles
southwest of Guunnison, Colorado. Its proximity to Gunnison makes it easy to access for local
residents for a recreation experience. It is a destination location for mountain biking, rock
climbing and single track motorized enthusiasts. It is estimated that Hartman Rocks receives
approximately 40,000 visits each year. Visitors enjoy a variety of recreation activities including
mountain biking, motorcycling, ATV riding, 4-wheeling, rock climbing, bouldering, camping,
trail running, horseback riding, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, dog sledding, social
gathering, target shooting, hunting and more. The area also has other resource values that
include livestock grazing, cultural sites, wildlife habitat and rare plants. The 1993 Gunaison
Resource Area Approved Resource Management Plan (RMP) mentions Hartman Rocks as part
of the field-office wide Gunnison Extensive Recreation Management Area that will be managed
for a diversity of recreation opportunities.

According to the Colorado Statewide Comprehensive Qutdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), the
population in Guannison County is expected to grow by 38 percent from 2007 to 2030. In 2011
the BLM placed traffic counters that indicated use had grown from approximately 20,000 in
2006 to 40,000 in 2011. The 2006 use figures were estimates so the actual increase in use may
not be as significant as these figures suggest. Increased use has resulted in increased impacts to
the resource such as wide-spread human waste, trash, erosion, vegetation trammeling, etc.

The focused recreation use in this area has led to some benefits and some problems. The benefits
are that many visitors use the roads, trails and rocks in this area regularly for a variety of
recreational pursuits. Hartman Rocks also benefits the public as a destination for people outside
of the Gunnison area. Hartman Rocks provides economic benefits to the local community:
visitors buy food, fuel, stay in motels, purchase supplies, utilize guide setvices and rent
equipment such as mountain bikes. Some of the concerns that arise from this focused recreation
use include human use impacts to soils and vegetation, potential impacts to cultural sites
(vandalism, removal of artifacts), impacts to wildlife, conflicts between recreationists and
livestock operations, trespass on adjacent private lands and conflicts between different recreation
groups, such as motorized use and non-motorized use, recreational target shooters and trail users.

The 2006 Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP) for Hartman Rocks provides sound
general guidance and specific management decisions, many of which have been accomplished.
Due to issues with sensitive species, increased visitor use and other changed conditions this plan
needs additional direction to reduce human use impacts and conflicts in this area. The 2006
RAMP included site specific direction for trail and road management but lacked direction and




vision to address human use impacts on public lands. The 2006 RAMP focuses on local use and
does not consider use from a larger geographic area. It does not allow for geographic expansion
based on user demands and does not define management for large southern area, including the
Aberdeen Loop Trail.

PROPOSED DECISION
This Decision Record approves amendment of the February 1993 Gunnison Resource Area
Approved RMP as described in the Proposed Action to:
1) Designate 14,423 acres of the Hartman Rocks Recreation Area as a Special Recreation
Management Area (SRMA) with the designated SRMA boundary location;
2) Close an area of 4,363 acres within the Hartman Rocks SRMA to recreational shooting;
3) Restrict over-the-snow motorized travel to groomed cross-country ski trails within
Hartman Rocks SRMA.

This Decision Record also serves to update and replace the Hartman Rocks RAMP with
management decisions identified in the “Management Common to All Action Alternatives” and
the Proposed Action Alternative (Alternative 2) to revise Hartman Rocks RAMP.

RATIONALE

The Proposed RMP amendment alternative would best meet the purpose and need to provide the
appropriate level of management actions for the area and to take an adaptive management
approach to recreation planning at the Hartman Rocks Recreation Area. The Proposed Action
Alternative gives the best long term solutions to managing recreation use at Hartman Rocks
Recreation Area and allows for management flexibility through an adaptive management
approach. Given the focused and varied recreation use of the Hartman Rocks area, management
as part of the Extensive Recreation Management Area (ERMA) for the BLM Gunnison Field
Office is no longer appropriate. Hartman Rocks has been managed for recreation outcomes for
at least the past 15 years. The area has unique value and provides important benefits to
recreationists and the focal community. There is no other area like Hartman Rocks in the
Gunnison Basin. Recreation and visitor services are recognized as the predominant Land Use
Planning focus within Hartman Rocks. Designation of the SRMA is designed to manage and
protect recreation setting characteristics on a long term bass.

Closing 4,363 acres to recreational target shooting would improve safety, consistent with BLM
policy, in an area with the highest concentration of recreation visits. The shooting closure allows
for dispersed recreational target shooting yet minimizes recreational shooting and trail use
conflicts in Hartman Rocks Recreation Area. Snowmobile use is not popular in rocky lower
elevations in the Gunnison Basin due to poor snow conditions and the possibility of hitting rocks
while riding. Groomed ski trails at Hartman Rocks are open to snowmobile use and Hartman
Rocks sees less than five recreational snowmobile visits on groomed ski trails each season.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in the referenced
environmental assessment (EA), and considering the significance criteria in 40 C.F.R. 1508.27, a
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was prepared. The Proposed Action implemented by
the decision will not have a significant effect on the human environment.




Therefore, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not necessary. This finding is
based on the context and intensity of the proposal as detailed in the FONSL

AUTHORITIES:

The BLM’s land use planning requirements are established in Sections 201 and 202 of the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA, 43 U.S5.C. 1711-1712) and the
regulations in 43 CFR 1600.

CONFORMANCE AND COMPLIANCE:

This decision is subject to the following plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3). A plan
conformance review included constderation of Standard Management (pp 2-1 to 2-19),
Management Unit Prescriptions (pp 2-19 to 2-39), and Standards for Public Land Health (pp 4-
7). Most management actions presented in the EA have been determined to be in conformance
with the Gunnison Resource Area RMP. However, portions of the proposed plan amendment in
the EA would not be consistent with the current RMP. In particular, designating and managing
the area as a SRMA, closing part or all of the planning area to recreational shooting, and
restricting over the snow travel in the planning area would not be consistent with the current
RMP. Since amending the RMP is an element of both of those alternatives, the plan amendment
brings the Proposed Action and/or Alternative 3 into conformance with the RMP, as amended.

The decision is in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and policies including the

following:

Gunnison Sage-Grouse Candidate Conservation Agreement 2012

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Executive Order 13186

Endangered Species Act

Clean Air Act

Executive Order 11988, Floodplains

Clean Water Act

Federal Noxious Weed Act and Executive Order 13112

Executive Order 11990, Wetlands

National Historic Preservation Act

Executive Order 12898, Environmental Justice

American Indian Religious Freedom Act

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and Comprehensive Environmental Response

Compensation and Liability Act

Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act and Farmland Protection Policy Act

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

e National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (as supported by the documentation
of this environmental analysis)

MONITORING / COMPLIANCE
The BLM will continue to monitor recreation and other resources to ensure unacceptable impacts
are addressed early.




SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

The BLM analyzed three alternatives in detail; the Proposed Action, a Limited Recreation
alternative, and the no action allernative. The two action alternatives proposed to amend the
RMP to (1) designate the SRMA, (2) close part, or all, of the SRMA to recreational shooting, (3)
limit snowmobile use to groomed snowmobile routes, or to areas outside of the SRMA, and to
update the 2006 RAMP. The two action alternatives were designed to manage for a diversity of
recreation uses in a way that seeks to improve recreation experiences for visitors within the area
that is currently used intensively by recreationists. Recreation use could expand within the
planning area to help the BLM meet the goal of improving visitor experiences. The general
goals and objectives for alternative development were: (1) new development, expansion, and
special recreation permits would not be authorized if the proposal would have long term impacts
to natural resources and recreation experiences that could not be resolved or mitigated; and (2)
Hartman Rocks Recreation Area is a multiple use recreation area. Under the action alternatives,
the plan would transition recreation management to a zone concept with graduated uses in each
zone. A concentrated effort would be made on route restoration in all alternatives. New trails
and trail reroutes could be considered for a variety of reasons like safety concemns, resource
issues, unsustainable trails or sections of trails, connectivity of trails, dispersing use, social
issues, accessibility, and experiences. Camping and campfires would only be allowed in
designated sites in the Front Country Zone. Restrooms would be developed at four locations
within Hartman Rocks.

The Proposed Action Alternative allows for the development of a trials riding area, rock
crawling route, and off-highway vehicle play area. The terrain park could be transitioned into a
motor-cross track by manipulating the soil to create features that are desirable for this type of
use. Prior to a motor-cross style park being constructed the BLM would enter into an agreement
with a partnering organization who would then be permitted to construct, maintain and
administer a motor-cross track. The proposed action would no longer allow recreational
shooting on 4,363 acres of public land within Hartman Rocks SRMA. Hunting would continue
to be allowed throughout Hartman Rocks. People could continue to enjoy dispersed target
shooting behind the new Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Parking Area and on the remaining
10,060 acres at Hariman Rocks or the remaining 585,000 acre field office. The proposed action
alternative would allow grooming of additional cross-country ski trails and limit over the snow
motorized travel to groomed ski trails.

Under the Limited Recreation Alternative, the OHV Play Area would be closed and restored,
rock crawling routes or trails would not be allowed, and the terrain park would not be expanded.
Recreational target shooting would not be allowed anywhere within Hartman Rocks SRMA.

Winter ski trail grooming additions would only be allowed on roads at the north end of SRMA,
and no snowmobile use would be allowed in the SRMA. If the BLM determined disturbance of
wildlife rose to a significant level in any given year, authorization to groom ski trails might be
restricted.

The No Action Alternative would provide for continued management under the direction of the
2006 RAMP. Two other alternatives were considered but not analyzed in detail.




PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND COMMENTS

Hartman Rocks User Group meetings were held on July 20, 2010; March 2, 2011; November 30,
2011; February 6, 2012 and February 15, 2012 to discuss and scope various issues at Hartman
Rocks and to discuss potential solutions responsive to these issues.

Interdisciplinary Team Meetings were held on February 8, 2011; October 26, 2011; January 26,
2012 and October 16, 2012 to scope internal issues.

A public open house to discuss issues at Hartman Rocks was held on January 20, 2011. Notice
of this public open house was advertised in the local paper on January 13, 2011. Approximately
25 individuals, government/agency representatives attended that meeting.

Meetings with a local shooting and sportsman enthusiasts held on November 7, 2012 and
January 9, 2013 to discuss shooting restrictions and proposed actions associated with the
Hartman Rocks RAMP.

Email dialogue with Shooting Sports Roundtable occurred February 29 — March 1, 2012.

Meetings held with the Gunhison County Sheriff to discuss the shooting restriction and proposed
action on January 25, 2013 and Jannary 28, 2013.

A meeting with the local Sportsmen’s Club was held on April 16, 2013 to discuss ongoing
shooting issues and opportunities on BLM Lands in the Gunnison Basin.

A preliminary draft EA was released to the public on July 31, 2012 and the public was
encouraged to comment on the draft by August 31, 2012. The BLM received comments from 15
interested parties.

A Federal Register Notice was published on September 13, 2013. The notice was published to
allow the amendment of the Gunnisonn RAMP through this EA planning decision. The BLM
received comments from six interested parties during the FRN outreach effort.

A subsequent Federal Register Notice was published on November 29, 2013 temporarily closing
4,363 acres of Hartman Rocks Recreation Area to target shooting year round for up to 2 years.
No comments were received concerning this notice.

A Draft RMP Amendment/draft EA was released to the public on March 28, 2014 and the public
was encouraged to comment on the draft by April 28, 2014. A public open house was held on
April 29, 2014 to discuss the draft EA and 11 individuals attended the open house. A total of six
individuals and organizations submitted written comments. All of the comments were reviewed
by the BLM to determine if revisions of the EA were warranted.

The Proposed RMP Amendment EA and FONSI for the Hartman Rocks RAMP was released
July 30, 2014, for a final 30 day protest period ending on September 2, 2014. Certified letters
and emails were sent to interested parties, both documents were posted on the BLM web site, and
a press release was sent to the media. No substantive comments or protests were received. The
RMP Amendment/EA and FONSI were also sent to the Governor of Colorado for a 60-day
Governor’s Consistency Review, No inconsistencies were identified.




PROTEST/APPEAL LANGUAGE

This decision shall take effect immediately upon the date it is signed by the Authorized Officer,

and shall remain in effect while any appeal is pending unless the Interior Board of Land Appeals
issues a stay (43 C.F.R. 2801.10(b)). Any appeal of this decision must follow the procedures set

forth in 43 C.F.R. Part 4.

Within 30 days of the decision, a notice of appeal must be filed in the office of the Authorized
Officer. If a statement of reasons for the appeal is not included with the notice, it must be filed
with the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of Hearings and Appeals, U.S. Department of
the Interior, 801 North Quincy St., Suite 300, Arlington, VA 22203 within 30 days after the
notice of appeal is filed with the Authorized Officer.

APPENDICES:

A: SRMA Designation and Use Allocations to be Amended to the Gunnison Resource Area
Approved Resource Management Plan (includes maps)

NAME OF PREPARER: Kristi Murphy

DATE: June 30, 2014,
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Appendix A: SRMA Designation and Use Allecations to be Amended to the Gunnison
Resource Area Approved Resource Management Plan

The Hartman Rocks recreation area will be designated as a Special Recreation Management
Area. The Hartman Rocks SRMA includes 14,423 acres of BLM-managed public land. The
Hartman Rocks SRMA has been divided into three different recreation management zones: Front
Country, Middle Country and Back Country. See the map below that depicts the recreation
zones and the SRMA boundary. Recreation management of the Hartman Rocks SRMA would
be in accordance with the following recreation management zone (RMZ) objectives.

In addition, two land use allocation changes would be implemented within the Hartman Rocks
SRMA.:

I. Recreational Shooting Closure:
Recreational shooting will not be allowed in northern portions of Hartman Rocks SRMA.

The closure area is bounded on the west by BLM roads 3500, 3555, 3560, and a portion of
3565. The southern boundary is the remaining portion of Powerline Road BLM Road 3550
to Gold Basin Road (Gunnison County Road 38). All public lands north and east of the
aforementioned roads within Hartman Rocks SRMA will be closed to recreational shooting.
Hunting would continue to be allowed throughout Hartman Rocks.

2. Winter Snowmobile Use:
During the winter within the Hartman Rocks SRMA, snowmaobiles and other tracked vehicles

would be allowed to use any system road that is groomed for cross-country skiing. Using
snowmobiles and other tracked vehicles on ungroomed routes would not be allowed at
Hartman Rocks Recreation Area.

Management of the Hartman Rocks SRMA will be further guided by the Hartman Rocks SRMA
Management Plan, which will be updated as part of this Amendment.
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Hartman Rocks Detailed Proposed Action Map
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Primary Market Strategy - 1 Primary Market- . -

After Work/ Weekend Use and Destmatlon Locatlon | Local Valley Remdents{Out of Town
VISltOi’ Destlnatton

- NICHE'

Hartman Rocks Frcmt Country Zone isa multlp[e use area and a place for a qmck day or overnsght
outdoor experience for visitors looking to camp, trail ride, hike, run, dog walk, rock climb, ATV, UTV,

gather soma!ly, rock crawl pla\,r in open area, etc.
- : MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES -

By the year 2{}20 management of thrs zone would provide a variety of quahty recreatlon exper:ences for

visitors while containing and minimizing human use impacts through education and facility
development. This objective could be measured through customer feedback whereas no less than 75%
of responding visitors and affected community had at least a moderate realization of benefits.

(1 2, 3. {} ona probablilty scale where I=not at all, 2=somewhat, 3= moderate, 4= total rea[:zation)

- ADMINISTRATIVE OBIECTIVES .

] Coord:nate management with Gunnison County and the City of Gunnlson

+ Maintain a positive relationship with partner groups such as Hartman Rocks User Group, private
tand owners, Gunnison Trails, CPW, and Gunnison Valley OHV Alliance of Trailriders.

¢ Post regulations at trailheads and parking areas.

e Pravide consistent signing throughout the front country zone as well as other zones within

Hartman Rocks
' MARKETING{ iNFORMATION/EDUCAT{GN

. Promote smgie track trait riding and rock climbing at Hartman Rocks

« Promote winter recreation during the snow season,

e Work with partners on developing brochures and web site information so infarmation and
education messages are consistent.

. Update mformatlonal kIDSkS with maps and educational matenai
s B PRIMARY TARGET OUTCOMES B

o Single Track Motorized Rock Crawling

»
¢ Single Track Mechanized s ATVing/UTVing
e Dog Waiking * Social Gathering
» Hiking * Cross Country Skiing
s  Running +  Winter Biking
s Camping s Snowshoeing
. Rock Cllmblng . Drwlng for Pleasure
SRR L Experiential Benefits i
. Deveiop:ng Skills and Ablhtles
» Enjoying having easy access to natural landscapes
* Enjovying risk-taking adventure
s Enjoying getting a good workout
e Knowing this area will always be near a community

" Personal Benefits
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s improved balance of work and play in my life
¢ Improve physical fitness and health maintenance
s Personal development and growth

. Personal apprematlon and satrsfactlon
: o - Community Benefits

lmproved functlonmg of |nd|V|duals in family and commumty

Improved community integration

Lifestyle improvement or maintenance

Encouraging visitors to help safeguard our lifestyle and guality of life
Greater community involvement in recreation and other land use decisions

. Enlarged sense of community dependency public lands
L S Environmental Benefits

. Greater protectron of archaeologrcai sites
o improved soil, water and air quality
¢ More sustainable recreation facilities

. Reduced WIIdllfe dtsturbance from recreation facility deveiopment
R : " Economic Benefits e

Malntenance of communrty 5 dlstmctwe recreation- tourlsm market nlche or character
Increased desirability as a place to live or retire

Reduced health maintenance costs

increased work productivity

e Increased local job opportunities

s Greater value-added local services/indusiry

' "'i-ourcomss TOBE AVOIBED

- Negative Benefits

. D!spersed Target Shootlng . [ncreased fension with mcreased Lise

s Riding/Hiking Closed Routes * Increased use increases disregard for
natural resources

s Increased pollution, litter, traffic, noise

» Looting and vandalism of cultural sites

Description of the Front Country Zone
This is a heavy use zone and includes 1,758 acres with locations such as Kill Hill, Ring Dike, Main Street,
Behind the Rocks, Coitonwood Grove, the Terrain Park and McCabe’s Parking Area. This zone contains
the two main access points into Hartman Rocks Recreation Area. These access roads are drivable by
two-wheel drive vehicles. More people would be encountered in this zone and visitors may experience
a variety of recreational activities. Activities include mountain biking, dirt biking, hiking, running, dog
walking, climbing, bouldering, social gathering, paint balling, driving for pleasure, ATVing, rock crawiing,
cross country skiing, snow hiking, snowmobiling, or snowshoeing. This zone contains most of the rock
climbing, bouldering routes, terrain parks, and rock crawling routes. [t also contains the majority of all
dispersed campsites. Single track trails in this area are shorter in distance but still provide challenge due
to terrain features, Parking areas exist in this zone. Human impacts are evident with surface vegetation
gone and soil compacted in concentration areas throughout the zone. Sounds of people can be

regularly heard. _ _ .
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Primary Market Strategy. . . ary Market:

After Work/ Weekend Use and Destmat:on Looation | Local Valley Resndents/Out of Town V|5|tor
Dest:natlon

NICHE -

Hartman Rocks Middle Country Zone :s a m:d dtstance smgle track trall zone.

By the year 2020 management of thlS zone wouid prowde a quallty smg!e track tralt expenence for
visitors while containing and minimizing human use impacts through education and faciity

development. This objective could be measured through customer feedback whereas no less than 75%

of responding visitors and affected community had a moderate realization of benefits. {i.e,, 3.00na

probablhty scale where 1 not at aII 2=somewhat, 3=moderate, 4= total reallzatlon)
L - ADMINISTRATIVE OBJECTIVES

. Mamtaln p051twe reiatlonship with partner groups.

e Postregulations at trailheads and parking areas.

s Provide consistent signing throughout the zone.

. Proulde Ilmlted facrhty develfopment to reduce resource concerns.

. MARKETING/ INFORMATION/EDUCATION -

. Promote smgie track trail riding in this zone.

s Promote winter recreation.

e Work with partners on developing brochures and web site information so information and
education messages are consistent.

. Update mformatlonal kIOSkS w;th maps and educational materlal

! MAR" TARGET 'QUTCOMES'-" L

- Actmtles

Single Track Motorized
Single Track Mechanized
ATVing/UTVing/4x4 Driving
Hiking/Running
Cross Country Skiing

s  Snow Biking

. _SnowShoeing
T - Expetiential Benefits

. Deveioplng SkI"S and Abl|lttes
s Enjoying having easy access to natural landscapes
» Enjoying risk taking adventure

o Enjoying getting a good workout

. Knowmg thrs area w:ll a[ways be near a community

Personal Beneﬁts

. lmproved balance of work and play in my life

s Improve physical fitness and health maintenance
s Personal development and growth

s Personal appreciation and satisfaction
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. Community Benefits -

» Improved functlonmg of mdlwduals in family and communlty
s lifestyle improvement or maintenance

. Encouragmg \nsntors to heip safeguard our lifestyle and qualtty of Ilfe o
L : ' " Environmental Benefits - B

] Greater protectlon of archaeologtcal sites

. Improved sml water and arr quahty
TR R ~Econornic Benefits -

. Malntenance of communlty S distmctlve recreation- tourlsm market nlche or cha racter
Increased desirability as a place to live or retire

s Reduced health maintenance costs

» Increased work productivity

s increased local job opportunities

e Greater value-added local services/industry

G e QUTCOMES TO BE AVOIDED e
C Activities - T o S Negatwe Benef‘ts
e Facility Development . Increased tens:on with increased use
» Riding/Hiking Closed + Increased use increases disregard for natural resources
Routes + |ncreased pollution, litter, traffic, noise
+« Looting and vandalism of cultural sites

Description of the Middle Country Zone
This 4,205 acre zone receives less visitation than the Front Country Zone and is
geographically described as areas north of the power line but outside the Front County
Zone. This zone is accessed by interior roads and trails. Visitor facilities include two track
roads and single track trails. Informal parking areas exist in this zone and the zone could
include additional small parking areas. Main activities include mountain biking, dirt biking,
hiking, running, ATVing, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, or snowshoeing. Camping is
not popular in this zone but dispersed campsites do exist. Single track trails in this area are
middle distance trails with less drastic terrain features. Small areas of alteration can be
seen. Surface vegetation is showing wear with some bare soil around development.
Sounds of people can occasionally be heard.

T SETTING CRARACHERISTICS — MIDDLE COUNTRY
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Primary Market Strategy. : - |- Primary Market
Weekend Use Local Valley Res;dents/(]ut of Town Visitor
Destmatlon
_ o . . . TR NICHE
Hartman Rocks Back Country Zone IS a iong dlstance smgle track trall zone..
S - ' " MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES -

By the year 2020 management of thls zone would provide a quallty Iong dlstance smgle track tralt
experiences for visitors. This objective could be measured through customer feedback whereas no less
than 75% of responding visitors and affected community had a moderate reafization of benefits. (i.e.,
30o0na probablllty scale where 1 not at all, 2Z=somewhat, 3=moderate, 4= total reahzat:on)
S Sl e - ADMINISTRATIVE OBJECTIVES SO '
. Mamtam posmwe relatlonshsp with partner groups.
» Post regulations at trailheads and parking areas.
. Prowde consnstent s:gmng throughout the zone,
IR ~ MARKETING/INFORMATION/EDUCATION.
. Promote smg[e track trail riding on trails and UTV/ATV use on roads
= Promote winter recreation during the snow season on groomed ski trails.
o Work with partners on developing brochures and web site information so information and
education messages are consistent.
. Update mformatlonal klosks with maps and educational matenai
FRRE ' - PR!MARY TARGET QUTCOMES
| Activities '

¢ Single Track Motorized

s Single Track Mechanized
s Hiking

. ATV:ng/ UTVmg

" Experiential Beneflts

Developmg Sknls and Ab:lltres
Enjoying risk taking adventure
Enjoying getting a good workout
Feelmg good about solltude |solat10n and being mdependent
T - Personal Benefits.
Greater sense of mdependence and self-reliance
¢ Improve physical fithess and health maintenance
s Improved competence from being challenged
s Personal appreciation and satisfaction
. Greater appreaatlon of vast Iandscapes and views
e AT T - Community Benefits .
. Llfestyle lmprovement or malntenance
s Encouraging visitors to help safeguard our lifestyle and quality of life
¢ Feeling good about how natural resources and trails are being managed.
¢ Enlarged sense of community dependency public lands
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Environmentai Benefits

. Greater protectlon of archaeologlcal sites
¢« Improved soil, water and air quality

. Greater protectlon of habltat from growth
o R St - Economic Benefits

. Mamtena nce of comm unlty s dlstlnctwe recreation- tourlsm market nlche ar character
Increased desirability as a place to live or retire
Reduced health maintenance costs

+ Increased work productivity
e Increased local job opportunities
s Greater value-added local services/industry
T Actlwties L : ._._Negatwe Benefits
. Rldmg/Hlkmg Closed Increased tensron with increased use

Routes Increased use increases disregard for natural resources
Increased pollution, litter, traffic, noise

Looting and vandalism of cultural sites

o e 0 8 e

Description of the Back Country Zone
This 8,460 acre zone receives less visitation than the Middle Country Zone and is geographically
described as areas south of the power line and west of BLM Road 3555. This zone is accessed
by interior roads and trails as well as some remote exterior access points. Access with vehicles
is challenging due to roughness of roads and lack of roads and trails. Large areas are
undeveloped. Visitor facilities inchude two track roads and single track trails. Main activities
include mountain biking, dirt biking and ATVing. Cross country skiing may take place in northern
portions of this zone. Camping is not popular in this zone but does exist in the far reaches of
the zone. Single track trails in this area are longer distance trails due to the distance from the
main trailheads. Some trails have more technical difficulty than others. Informal parking areas
exist in this zone. Small areas of alteration can be seen. Surface vegetation is showing wear
with some bare soil around development. Sounds of people can occasionally be heard but are
less frequent than the Middle Country Zone. New facility development is not planned in this
zone but managmg human use impacts are important.

_ SETTING CHARACHERISTICS =~ BACK COUNTRY -
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Recreation Management Zone Hortman Rocks Back Country Zone

Natural Resource Recreation Settings

Prescrifed Settin

Characteristics
PHYSICAL- LAND AND FACILITIES: character of the natural landscape
Primitive Buck Country Middie Country Front Country
Ruraf Urban
Pristine Transition
More than More than 3 More than ¥ mile . .On ot neat . Onornear Qnor near paved Municipak streets and
Remoteness 10 railes milas frarm from any kind of mntnrv.l?.d mutes, improved prave! primary highways, roads within towns or
froma aty raaterized rautefuse bt atloast. s miiles’ roads, but atleast but stlil within a cities.
motarized metorized area, but aot as o alf Impl'cwed © 1 mille from highways, rural area.
route. route, distant a5 3 miles. _mads, thoughihey
-may be in sight.
undisturbed natural Haturally-zppearing I d parﬂa!lv Matursl landscape Urbanized developments

Naturalness landscape, landscape having substantially modified dominate lRndscape.
modifications not by agriculture or
readily noticeable, industriaf

1] developmant.
L iands:ape Teatures,

Visitﬂr Mone, Some primitive trails TWhaintdined and Improved yet MModemn facilities such Efaborate full-setyice
made of native ’ markad muls 1mpl' modest, rustic as cAmpETouNnds, facilities such as laundry,
rmatarials such as fog - trm L2 acilities such as group shelters, boat restauranis, and groceries

Facilities 1 has b . Ihead facil h hrell b ¢
bridgas and carved -dcvslnpmnts, campsitas, launches, and
wonden signs., imprnvsd slens,nnd restrosms, trails, and cecasional exhibits,

- wary basic tollets. - interpretive signs.
SQCIAL — VISITOR USE AND USERS: character of recreation — tourism use
Primitive Bock Country Middle Cauntry front Country

Ruraf Urban
Contacts Fewer than 3 35 epwun_tEfsfdavu?f. ] 7ra entauntersfday 15-2% encountersfday Paople saen 1o be Busy place with other

encounters/day at Atavel routes {eg. | offtravel routes (o2, off travel rottes fe.g. genarally people constantly
with other campsites and fawer -ca'mp'silé's] ar'ld 745 | staging areas) anit 15- campgreunds) and 3¢ everywhers, view.

than & sfday L BT yon - 29 encounters/day en of more
groups oh travel routes, ._'u'avel ruu‘tes. BRI route. sncountarsfday an

ralte,
Fewer than or equal ter '4-5:péoplé-pe'r-gmuli. Cf 2 Fecple par 13-25 people per 3650 poople per Greater than 50 people per

Group size

3 pesiple ped group,

graup.

Broup.

group.

Evidence of
Usa

No alteration of the
natursl terrain,
Faatpeinks anly
abserved, Sounds of
people rare.

- areas of al!eratn

t peunla awasmm]lv
“heard,

Srmatl ateas of
alteration prevalent,
Surfaca vepatation
gone with compacted
soils ahservad,
Sounds of peopie
regularly heard.

A few [arge areas of
alteratton. Surface
wvegetation absent
wilh hardanad soils.
Sounds of people
frequenthy heard.

Larpe areas of alteratian
prevalent, Same arosion.
Constantly hear people.

OPERATIONAL —

ADMINISTRATION AND SERVICES:

Businesses Care for the Area and Serve Visitors

character of how Public Land Managers, Cooperative Agencies and Local

Primitive Back Country Middle Country Front Counkry
Rural Urban
H Mana wh M blkes and Fnur-w‘hgn{ ﬂrh'es, all-" | Two-wheal driva Ordinary highway auto Wide variety of street
MEChaanEd perbaps other - 1 wehicles predaminant, and truck traffic is vahiclas and highway
Lse mechanized use, but but atsa f heel h i traffic is ever-present.
atl {s nen-matorized, drives and non-
mototized,
mechanized use.
Ry H Mone is availzble on- Basic maps, but area Inforr I nformaty Infermation diescribed to
Vls“"or sewlces site, parsonnel seldom materials describe dascribed to the left, the left, plus regularly
avaliable to provide recreation areas and plus experience and scheduted on-site cutdoor
on-site e actlvities, Asex henedlt deseriptiong. shfilz demonstrations and
personnel are Area personnel do clinics.
periodically available. on-site education,
Mo visitor contenls Signs at key access Rules clearly posted Regulations Cantinuous enforcement to
Management apparent. Nouse polats an baskc user with some easomal prominent. Total use redistribute use and reduce
Controls limits. Enforcament ethics. May have or day-of-week use fimited by permit, user cenfilets, hazards, and
presence vory rars. backeountry use restrictions. Periodic reservation, etc. TALOUrCE dam;ge,
restrictions. enfarcement Routine enforeament
Enforcement presence, presence.
prasance rara.
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